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MUSEO
DELL’ARTE

DELLA LANA

The exhibition path of the Arte 
della Lana Museum is a real sen-
sory experience, where you can 
touch, smell, listen, learn, expe-
riencing first-hand the craftsman-
ship of some gestures linked to 
the Art of wool. 

TOUCH THE FIBERS 
AND FABRICS 
You can also listen to the deafen-
ing noise that echoed in the big 
rooms during processing as we 
have given voice to the machin-
ery; next to the most representa-
tive machines you can find some 
buttons, which when pressed, re-
produce the beat of the loom, the 
hiss of the spinning mill and the 
muffled sound of drums studded 
with metal spikes of the carding 
department.

PRESS THE RED BUTTON 

and

LISTEN TO THE NOISE 
OF MACHINERY

Museum Map and Guide

The turbines, “the wave” and the Lombard square
These are the actual turbines that for years produced the 
necessary electricity for the wool mill from the water sup-
plied by the antique gore that for centuries furnished the 
mechanical energy for the looms. The big wheel is acti-
vated by the water of the canal in memory of the Water 
wheel of the Dyeing plant, that operated the loom pulleys 
in the 19th century.

Museum Entrance and Bookshop

Elevator access / Stairs - Push button 2 and the elevator 
will take you up to the 1st floor. 

Elevator exit: An Art as Old as Mankind

Tactile Path: the nature and the fibers 
The primary natural fibers used in textiles are dis-
played in this room.

Arte della lana - This room contains some artisan tools 
used for working the wool from the sheep to thread.
Stia’s Wool Mill – Many documents from the mill’s origi-
nal factory are displayed here.

First Ramp - Connects the first floor with the intermedi-
ate floor.

Technical Office - the technical office, the mind of the 
wool mill, was the place where the most important deci-
sions were taken about the fabric production.

Educational room

Weaving workshop

The Industrial Process: Carding and Spinning Ma-
chines - This room contains machines from the 19th and 
20th centuries used for the carding and spinning 
processes

The Industrial Process:  Repair Shop - Machines used 
to repair the wool mill’s machinery are located here.

Media room  with Jacquard looms 

Tactile path: the corridor of touch with the different 
types of fabric.

Second Ramp - Connects the Intermediate Floor with 
the First Floor.

The Industrial Process:  Textile Machinery - This room 
contains machines from the 20th century used for the warp-
i n g , the weaving and finishing stages.



1 - THE VISIT
The museum is divided into the following sections:

• An Art as Old as Mankind
• Natural Fibers

• The Art of Wool-making: The Artisan’s Steps for Wor-
king Wool

• The History of Stia’s Wool Mill
• The Industrialization of Processing Wool

AN ART AS OLD AS MANKIND
We start our visit by taking a giant step back in time to 
the early days of civilized mankind when weaving was 
a central activity of daily life. This activity was so impor-
tant that metaphors tied to the world of weaving were 
often used in ancient mythology: Penelope’s strategy 
of secretly undoing her weaving in the night, the yarn 
with which Ariadne helped Theseus escape from the 
labyrinth, as well as how life was represented as a thre-
ad governed by the Three Fates.

NATURAL FIBERS
Weaving was born from man’s ability to utilize some of 
the fibers offered by nature. The most diffuse and an-
cient natural workable fibers such as wool, silk, cotton, 
linen and hemp are presented here. It is possible to see 
illustrations of the plant or animal from which these fi-
bers are harvested from as well as touch samples of 
both the raw fibers and finished cloth.

THE ART OF WOOL-MAKING: 
THE ARTISAN’S STEPS FOR WORKING WOOL

During Medieval times all of the activities related to 
working wool were tied to and organized by guilds. 
The work cycle of processing wool is illustrated here 
showing how up to only a few decades ago both men 
and women made up the multitudes of wool artisans 
that were dispersed through out the Casentino territory 
including its mountains, hills, valleys and small villages. 
You can examine the fundamental role that started in 
Medieval times from the Florentine guilds that regulated 
these activities and also influenced the development of 
the wool trade in the Casentino area. You can then ca-
refully see the sequences of the processing steps star-
ting with the shearing process up through the fabric’s 
finishing steps through watching videos and seeing the 
tools and instruments necessary for the specific tasks.

STIA’S WOOL MILL
Stia’s Wool Mill is a fine example of the birth of the cen-
tralization and industrialization of having the various 
phases of wool processing brought together in one lo-
cation. Your knowledge of the history of Stia’s wool mill 
and its social role is deepened here through the display 
of original documents reporting its activity, production, 
samples of textile patterns, employee attendance re-
cords and incident report log.

THE INDUSTRIALIZATION 
OF PROCESSING WOOL

This last section illustrates the phases of processing 
wool using specific machinery which began at the end 
of the 1800s and continued through the first part of the 
1900s. This section is complimented by photography 
showing these machines in their specified departmen-
ts here at Stia at the time of its manufacturing peak of 
success.

2 - EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS
The workshop is made up of a series of hands-on activi-
ties that can be adapted for any age group. The goal of 
the workshop is to increase the participant’s awareness 
of textile fibers and the basic physics of working the 
wool fibers. The experience concludes by weaving the 
yarn into a cloth using simple looms.


